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Press release – New sculpture by Alena Kupčíková will make the Dlouhá street dance
NoD Gallery
Alena Kupčíková
Dancing singing tree 
19th October 2015 – 10th October 2016
The public unveiling of the sculpture will be on the occasion of the BE 23 festival Roxy/NoD: 
19th October 2015 at 7 p.m.

Roxy/NoD
Dlouhá 33, Praha 1
The sculpture at the crossroads of Dlouhá and Rybná street
---

Praha, 5th October 2015- Alena Kupčíková will reveal her monumental sculpture “Singing Dancing Tree” at the crossroads of Dlouhá and Rybná streets during the opening party of the annual BE 23 festival, which celebrates the 23rd anniversary of Roxy and the experimental space NoD. “Singing Dancing Tree” is a hung kinetic sculpture consisting of more than one hundred umbrellas and aluminium construction that will make the area in front of the legendary club “dance”.  Alena Kupčíková and her current artwork follows the tradition of annual outdoor installations, by which Roxy/NoD cultivate the local public area. The grand unveiling of the sculpture will take place on the 19th of October in experimental space NoD.
A few years ago, NoD Gallery, within the experimental space NoD- announced an art competition for the rendition of a sculpture-object above the crossroads of Dlouhá and Rybná streets. The winner this year is Alena Kupčíková with her work Singing Dancing Tree, through which the controversial artist transferred her own “land” to the public space. Singing Dancing Tree is a kinetically generated object which comes alive by the movement of its inanimate matter. Kupčíková has been engaged in the transformation of natural phenomena and situations into image and sound through projects where she created music from the motion of the Sun (the Sun Dance, 2000-2007), music from the movement of people using GPS in the city, (Eye Music, 2000-2001), and the music of trees. When explaining the background of this project, the artist exclaims, "Movement is life, movement is time, and thus we have music. When you walk down Dlouhá street, you can almost always feel a special draft there, the movement of the wind." 

Individual projects of Alena Kupčíková are based on careful scientific study of the given subject. As early as 2002, she began collecting photographs of dead trees that she transformed, using mathematical structures, into musical scores. The same applies to her latest project, which results from dendrochronology, the science of dating trees based on the analysis of their rings. “Singing Dancing Tree cannot speak any other language than the language of nature and science, thereby promoting perfect randomness. The sculpture is kinetically movable based on the weather and wind power. The material is noble, shiny, smooth, and light as the wind," says the artist. Kupčíková’s Singing dancing tree moves with the wind in space as something sacred and, "The tree in the air symbolizes the message of better tomorrows," adds the artist.
The object itself is made up of hundreds of umbrellas that create a bulky tree crown, where the figure of a bird (Aves) floats within. Alena Kupčíková included the symbol of Aves in her sculpture as a symbol of all things aerial. It is in the form of her favorite species of bird that carries the attributes of White Storks, Marabou African, Albatrosses or Ravens. "These birds live in different environments and have their own characteristics that represent, for me, an exact mirror of the character of the people in the current-modern world  ... Is it these characteristics that we find under the tree - or in people? " the artist adds and asks.
Alena Kupčíková, a graduate from the Studio of monumental art, also stresses the technical demands of building and installing her dimensional work. Numerous designers and consultants participated in the technical design and implementation of this sculpture. "Although I studied monumental art, I haven’t devoted myself very much to sculptures in that sense. That made this project a greater challenge for me. For its implementation, I required man power, so Roman Andrea Statuti graciously helped me, as he has assisted me for last 8 years in consultations and in the implementation of things that I cannot handle myself", recalls Alena Kupčíková. David Novák, a member of the consultation and installation team from Morgana-Alu s.r.o. stated,  "I am very happy that I could be a part of this magnificent project. My company deals with buildings made of aluminum and aluminum is a key element of Alena’s Singing dancing tree. We couldn’t fit the object into our generous manufacturing space, located in a vast former mill, because of its size. It is fulfilling to engage my company in the world of art and contribute to the realization of a piece such as this.”

The sculpture continues the tradition of placing sculptures and installations in front of the club Roxy and experimental space NoD when opening the annual celebration of their founding. Roxy/NoD manager Jaroslav Stanko underlined the importance of Kupčíková’s work when he explained: "When we were thinking of the concept of Roxy’s 20th birthday four years ago, we were looking for a way to celebrate our anniversary in an artistic way and in a public space. Finally, the concept of the sculpture placed in front of the club won over many different ideas. Now we are celebrating the 23rd birthday of Roxy by the fourth instalment in a row. We are honoured that this year's challenge has been adopted by artist/sculptor Alena Kupčíková, with her fascinating work, and I believe that anyone who will walk down Dlouhá street will be positively affected by the energy of the Singing Dancing Tree.” 
The design and technical solutions for Singing Dancing Tree were made by Andrea Statuti and David Novák.

The object was created with the support of Gallery NOD - Experimental Space of Roxy (http://nod.roxy.cz/cs), Linhart Foundation and Morgana-Alu s.r.o. (http://www.morgana-alu.eu/cz/)
---

About the author:

Alena Kupčíková is a controversial artist, but she also is fascinated with science. She graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts, in which she studied in the Studio of Monumental Sculpture under prof. Aleš Veselý and finished in 2010 with a doctoral degree at the Studio of prof. Milan Knížák. She also studied at the Technikon Natal in Durban, South Africa, and later at the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Beaux Art in Paris.

She has been exhibiting worldwide since 1993. Her works are represented in the collection of the National Gallery in Prague and private collections in the Czech Republic, Germany, England, Holland, Switzerland, Japan and USA. In 2003 she received Paris’ prestigious international award LVMH-Louis Vuitton-Moet Hennessey for her project "hairy" - erotic reliefs from pubic hair.
She is a member of the international group FEMLink founded in Paris: 1 female, 1 video, 1 country. She founded a non-profit organization “Art and Science to support dyslexic children,” and through this, she launched the world's first Dyslexia Day on the 9th of September 2010, which was held at the National Gallery in Prague. Dyslexia day has been held every year on 9th of September since then. In 2014, her “Interactive Multimedia Alphabet book and tests for the prevention and early detection of possible problems with writing and reading for children from 4 years upwards” won first place at the IEIK Kunshan international exhibition in China. There were 249 projects from 35 countries represented at this exhibition. In 2014 she also received a 3rd place, bronze medal for the "Innovation of the Year 2014” award in the Czech Republic.
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About The Birthday of Roxy and the object at the crossroads of Dlouhá and Rybná street:

Art installations in front of Roxy were commenced to mark the 20th anniversary of Roxy in 2012. Since then, three artists, whose art work has been displayed for one year, have exhibited there.

Jaroslav Stanko manager of Roxy stated: “When we were celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Roxy we immediately contacted Jiří David with this intention. He designed a huge golden male thighbone. The installation was a great success and it encouraged us to continue with this concept in the upcoming years. The annual placement of a new monumental sculpture in public space is associated with our birthday in terms of dates, but the meaning of the installation is much deeper. I am convinced that Prague lacks similar projects and cultural institutions, such as ours, are obliged to participate in the cultivation and culturing of the environment in which they operate." Hovering figures by Kurt Gebauer appeared there in 2013 at the 21st anniversary of the founding of Roxy and in 2014, Jiří Černický exhibited a memorial to the victims of the Russian mafia to mark the 22nd anniversary of the founding of Roxy. 
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FTP link to download the photos of the sculpture: http://www.alenakupcikova.cz/download/zpivajici_tancici_strom.zip
