Conference “The Art of Packaging”, April 17 2009, Prague

On April 17 the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Prague will organise in cooperation with the Czech packaging association SYBA, Czech Union of professional designers and the Netherlands Packaging Centre (www.nvc.nl), the conference “The Art of Packaging”. In addition to these main partners, the event is supported by trade fair organisation ABF (www.abf.cz/en), company Flex/cocoon (www.flexcocoon.cz)  and  non-profit organisation Design Cabinet CZ. The event will concern several aspects of packaging design, while the focus will be on design from a marketing and commercial point of view. Also, during the conference more general issues linked to packaging design will be addressed, such as brand improvement strategies. 

This conference is one of the first events in the Czech Republic on this topic. Dutch and Czech companies involved in packaging (design), retailers, food producers and other interested parties such as students of design schools may participate in this event. The event will provide participants with an opportunity to extend their network, exchange experiences, learn about new developments and services. 

The conference will be part of the accompanying programme of the international For3P trade fair in Prague that takes place between April 15-17 (http://www.for3p.cz/2009/en). The fair has a focus on food processing, packaging and printing technologies. The conference and the fair will take place simultaneously, since part of the audience might want to come to Prague for the fair anyway. The fair will be primarily visited by companies from food processing, packaging, and printing industries.

The choice to host a conference of packaging design was made against a background of perceived opportunities for, and interest among Dutch and Czech companies to work together in the field op packaging design. The main goal of this event is to intensify cooperation between Dutch and Czech companies in the field. 

Several Dutch and Czech speakers will provide presentations at the conference. Apart from a short address by the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands Jan Lucas van Hoorn ,Vice-Minister for Trade Milan Hovorka and Filip Jirout, President of SYBA Packaging Association.

Keynotes and presentations will be given by other speakers: Michaël Nieuwesteeg, Director of  the Netherlands Packaging Centre (NVC); Ger Standhardt, Manager Knowledge Development & Projects from the NVC; Vedrana Ajdin, Director of Flex/Cocoon, a Dutch Joint Venture located in the Czech Republic in the field of industrial and packaging design; Douglas Kaufman, Strategist of the Dutch-Czech company Cocoon; Hugo van den Bos, Strategy Director with the company Koeweiden Postma; Jan Čapek and Jakub Hájek, both graphic designers and members of the Czech Union of Professional Designers; Marcel Verhaaf, representative of company Unity GDG. In the framework of the event, the Embassy will in cooperation with SYBA host a networking buffet where the participants will have the opportunity to meet. To view the programme of the event please consult: http://www.syba.cz/index.php?inc=300 .

Czech-English simultanous interpretation will be arranged.
If you are interested in participating in the conference on packaging design, please contact:

Martin van Buuren 

Economic and Trade Department
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
Tel: +420 233 015 214 

E-mail: 
 pra-ea@minbuza.nl
or

Veronika Nolčová

Packaging Institute SYBA

Tel :
+420 244 919 529

GSM:
+420 602 625 117

E-mail : [image: image2.png]


 veronika.nolcova@syba.cz 
